Mass media and presidential elections: report on the results of the monitoring 

(16 August – 1 September) 

The monitoring started on August 1, is carried out on 7 national TV channels and 8 newspapers. The purpose of the monitoring begun on 1 August is to assist in lightening of the election campaign in mass media and securing equal participation of all political forces. Meanwhile, it’s the second report and the final results of the monitoring will be announced after the presidential elections.  
TV channels

During the last period, the electron mass media means mainly focused on the information about presidential elections and especially highlighted the visits of international representatives to Azerbaijan related to the election process, their speeches and comments. But we must confess that the expected progress in TV channels related to the presidential elections isn’t observed yet. However, we may hope that the situation will change considerably after the registration of candidates and organization of election campaign, as well as round tables.  

Among all TV channels, Public TV (PTV) pays more attention to presidential elections and highlights different information in its news programs. The channel tries to keep the balance during the interpretation of events and presentation of information. It shares 44% of ether time for President Ilham Aliyev’s activity, 32% for alternative persons, 20% for general information, 4% for those who boycott elections. The situation in ANS and ATV is relatively the same. But they mainly focused on general information and comments by international organizations. The TV channels Space and Khazar give priority to information about the activity of the president and government officials. In our previous report, we stated that Leader TV tries to follow the principle of political pluralism in news and political programs but highlights critical remarks related to those who boycott elections. Meanwhile, Leader TV has kept its stance during this period and started to praise Ilham Aliyev.  The number and volume of the materials diminished in TV channels except AZTV and PTV. 
	№ 
	TV channels:


	Number of the information
	Volume of the information, sec. 

	1.
	ANS
	7
	10 min.35 sec.

	2. 
	AzTV
	16
	15 min.56 sec.

	3. 
	ATV
	7
	7 min.50 sec.

	4. 
	Space
	6
	8 min. 49 sec.

	5. 
	Leader
	10
	31 min.50 sec.

	6. 
	PTV
	18
	54 min.27 sec.

	7.
	Khazar
	11
	14 min. 11 sec.


Newspapaers

Some passiveness is observed in newspapers as well. For example, “Express”, “525-ci Gazet” and “Yeni Azerbaijani” newspapers. But we can’t say the same about “Azadlig”, “Baki-xeber” and “Yeni Musavat” newspapers, which gradually increase the number and volume of the information and focus on elections. By the way, giving priority to those who boycott elections, these publications spread information about alternative persons. For instance, there is either positive or neutral information about presidential candidate Igbal Agazadeh in the newspapers “Azadlig” and “Musavat”.  Evidently, we can’t say the same about “Yeni Azerbaijan” that mainly writes about President and YAP members (95%). This newspaper gave no information about alternative persons and set official information in 5% of the newspaper. “Zerkalo”, “Exo”, and “Express” tried to keep the principle of pluralism and highlighted the stance of persons differing in opinion. Meanwhile, these newspapers completely followed the main principles as objectivity, balance and difference of opinion. The lowest indication in this category was observed in “Yeni Musavat” and “Yeni Azerbaijan” as usual.    
	№


	Newspapers
	Number of the materials
	Space, sq.c  

	1.
	«Azadlıq»
	55
	12669

	2.
	«Baku-xəbər»
	114
	26147

	3.
	«Zerkalo»
	12
	5197

	4.
	«Exo»
	24
	7364

	5.
	«Yeni Azerbaijan»
	55
	28027

	6.
	«Yeni Musavat»
	88
	15800

	7.
	«Express»
	59
	13260

	8.
	«525-ci qazet»
	52
	13862


Meanwhile, after the official registration, the information highlighted in TV channels and newspapers about presidential contenders will be assessed as negative, positive and neutral. 
